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Gentlemen of the Senate 
and of the House of Representatives 


Under the peculiar provisions of the constitution of 
this State nearly one-third of the legislative session 1s com- 
pleted before the time has arrived for the State officers 
recently elected to ente- upon the discharge of their du- 


tres 
My predecessor, at the commencement of your session, 


submitted his message, in which he reviewed the condition 
of the State Treasury and of the various institutions under 
the control of the State 

He has also recommended those measures which, dur- 
ing four years of faithful service at the head of our govern- 
ment, he has been led to believe will be for the best interest 
of the people It gives me pleasure to be able to concur 
in the recommendations which he has made, and I am 
therefore relieved from the duty of discussing any of those 
subjects which he has so carefully considered in his. mes- 
sage At this stage of your session numerous bills have 
been introduced and are now pending before your respec- 
tive bodies, and before the different committees, which 
cover most of the ordinary subjects of legislation, and I 
deem it improper to refer to any of these matters, except 
by way of a few brief suggestions of a general nature 

Iam unwilling, however, to enter upon the discharge 
of the duties of office without first expressing to the people 
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of the State my feeling of sincere gratitude for the confi- 
dence which they have reposed in me in selecting me as 
their Chief Magistrate 

Regarding the office to which I have been chosen as a 
sacred trust, to be administered for the benefit of every 
class of the people and every section of the State, with no 
benefit to myself, except the good name which I hope to 
secure and maintain among my fellow citizens, I shall 
bring to the discharge of its duties an honest endeavor to 
faithfully execute the laws without fear and without favor. 

The responsibilities which devolve upon us who con- 
stitute the legislative and executive branches of the govern- 
ment are very great and cannot easily be comprehended. 
We are laying the foundations of what will become a great 
commonwealth, 

Although the youngest State in the Union, Colorado 
is, with three exceptions, the largest in area Its territory 
exceeds in extent the kingdom of Great Britain. Twenty 
years ago there was no organized community of civilized 
men within its limits. To-day it ıs covered with beautiful 
cities and flourishing towns which contain as many men 
and women of intelligence, education and culture in pro- 
portion to the population as any of the older States. 

On our plains, where twenty years ago nothing but 
the antelope and buffalo roamed, are to-day thousands of 
herds of cattle, horses and sheep, bringing most profitable 
returns ¿o their owners. Along the valleys agriculture is 
successfully pursued. ) 

Scarcely ten years ago, and not a mile of railway had 
been constructed within our limits. To-day more than 
twelve hundred miles are in successful operation, over two 
hundred miles of which have been built within the past 
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year Several rival corporations are now pushing forward 
their iron lines with all possible haste to secure for trans- 
portation the wealth of the central, western and southwest- 
ern sections of the State 

Where, a few years ago, long caravans were moving 
westward. from the Missour: river to supply our settlements 
with the necessaries of life, we find to-day an endless ‘suc- 
cession of railway trains carrying to the east our surplus 
product of cattle, flour and grain 

MINING INTERESTS 

The most important facts in our history however relate 
to the present condition of the mining interests We have 
become the third mineral producing State in the Union, 
The ore which has given Colorado rank next to Nevada and 
California has hitherto been taken almost entirely from the 
counties of Gilpin, Clear Creek, Boulder, Park and Summit 


In those counties the mines not only show no signs of ex- ` 


haustion, but are improving as greater depth is attained. 
In very few of them has there been sufficient development 
to give the advaritages which have attended deep mining in 
other parts of the world New mines are being constantly 
discovered in these oldest settled counties. Their ore product 
the past year has exceeded that of any former year. The 
treasures of the San Juan country were unheard of until with- 
in the past few years.and the rich placer claims in that locality 
are of more recent discovery For want of reduction works 
and proper markets for ores, and on account of the great. 
distance from railroads and the enormous expense of trans- 
portation to and from this mining. district, it has scarcely, 
begun to contribute towards the mineral productions of the 
State. The past season has seen new works erected at 
vanous localities for the treatment of ores, railroads are 
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pushing on towards the mines, toll roads are being rapidly 
constructed and there can be no doubt that in a short time 
the broad, rich and inexhaustible veins of San Juan will 
attract world-wide attention and add millions of dollars 
where they now add thousands to the annual ore product of 
the State. 

*Eighteen months ago Leadville was unknown, and the 
mines in that locality were undiscovered. To-day it is the 
most famous mining camp in the world. 

It is believed that the mines already discovered in that 
locality will produce a greater amount of ore in 1879 than the 
entire State of Colorado has produced in any former year. 
No one can estimate at the present time the value of the 
discoveries now being made in the neighboring camps at Ten 
Mile and Elk Mountains. 

The mining interests at Rosita are quite as promising 
as in any former year, and with the preparations now being 
made for extensive workings, we may expect a large in- 
crease in the ore product over previous years. 

The unusual fall of snow at Silver Cliff shortly after 
the discovery of the mines there late last fall, at once ar- 
rested prospecting, and on account of the inadequate prepara- 
tions for winter in so new a camp, it has been difficult to 
continue work on the mines now discovered. It is known 
that some of the mines are of great value, but the extent 
and richness of the deposits can only be determined when 
work shall be resumed in the spring. There is reason to 
expect that the developments in the coming spring may 
justify the hopes of the miners in this district, and along 
the Sangre de Christo range, and bring prosperity to that 
important section of the State. 

More significant than any of the recent discoveries 
themselves, is the fact that they have been made in local- 


1879.] GovERNOR's ADDRESS 9 


ities which experienced miners have frequented for the past 
fifteen years without suspecting the presence of mineral in 
paying quantities The surface indications, the nature of 
the formations, and the character of the ore deposits have 
borne no resemblance to the earlier discoveries in the State. 

We are entering upon a new era in oui mining history 
Instead of our mines becoming exhausted as has been the 
case in other States, we have but just begun prospecting 

From Wyoming to New Mexico our mountains are 
filled with inexhaustible treasures of silver and gold While 
trade Janguishes and manufacturing industries are paralyzed 
in other States, the steady returns from our mines bring 
prosperity and contentment to the people ^ Capital judi- 
ciously invested in any of the mining districts of the State, 
will bring better returns than if employed in most of the 
business ventures of the East. Within the next twenty 
years Colorado will become the largest mineral producing 
State in the Union. Here, as in California and Nevada 
some of the colossal fortunes of the world will be made. 
The road to wealth is here open to the poor man and the 
poor man's children, as well as to the rich. 

As the prosperity of the State depends to so great an ex- 
tent upon our mining interests, they should receive the con- 
sideration at your hands which their importance deserves If 
there are any defects or ambiguities in the laws in relation 
to acquiring title to mining property, they should be cured 
by legislation. The evils resulting from jumping and from 
prolonged litigation are sometimes very great, frequently 
affecting not only the mine owners, but the entire commu- 
nity in which the mine is located. So far as this can be 
remedied by legislation, I think it should be done, The 
interests of all classes of the community, and of the State 
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itself, require that the owners of property shall be protected 
in its possession and enjoyment. The laws for the protec- 
tion of the wages of miners as well as of all classes of me- 
chanics and laboring men, should be plain, simple, easily 
understood, and capable of enforcement with the least pos- 
sible expense and delay. I commend this subject to your 
most careful consideration. 
AGRICULTURAL INTERESTS. . 

Our agricultural interests have been so overshadowed 
by the mining interests that their importance is but slightly 
understood beyond the boundaries of the State. Although 
but a small portion of the land of Colorado is susceptible 
of cultivation the aggregate amount that can be put under 
ditch in the different sections would be more than sufficient 
to constitute a respectable eastern State. In no portion of 
the country can more productive soil be found than along 
our various water courses. Not only in the quantity per 
acre but in the quality of the grains raised here do they 
surpass the products of the Eastern States. 

The experience of the past fifteen years has demonstrated 
that crops can be raised with greater certainty of success 
under an organized system of irrigation than in regions de- 
pendent upon the uncertain fall of rains for watering the 
land. The ravages of grasshoppers which sometimes occur 
here inflict no more serious losses upon our crops than are 

sustained in other States from chinch-bugs and other in- 
sects, and from frequent and prolonged droughts. No- 
where can more beautiful fields er more bountiful harvests 
be found than in those portions of Northern Colorado, in 
the San Luis valley, and in other localities in the southern 
part of the State where proper provisions have been made 
for irrigation. The steady increase in our mining popula- 
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tion furnishes a constantly increasing home demand for 
the products of the soil. The farmers of Colorado should 
supply the miners of the State with the staple articles of 
food. In localities near the mountains and near the heads 
of the streams the necessity for economy in the use of water 
for purposes of irrigation is already being felt It 1s evi- 
dent that complications must sooner or later arise between 
conflicting claimants to water rights upon different streams 

Itis not so much upon the bounty of Heaven as upon the 
laws of Colorado that the farmers of the State must rely 
for the amount of water they can secure for the raising of 
crops The questions connected with the subject of irriga- 
tion are of present importance, and they will become more 
serious in each succeeding year until some definite steps are 
taken for their determination JI concur with my worthy 
predecessor in the recommendation that this subject should 
receive your careful consideration, and I trust that you may 
agree upon some measures that will give satisfaction to our 
farming communities, 

STOCK INTERESTS. 

Among the causes which have contributed to the pros- ' 
perity of the State none have been more important than the 
stock interests. From the smallest beginnings they have 
increased year by year until now the proceeds from ship- 
ments to eastern markets amount to millions of dollars 
per annum. Probably no kind of investment in this 
country has proved more profitable, during the past ten 
years, than investment in the stock business i Colorado. 
During the entire year both cattle and sheep thrive upon 
the grasses of the valleys and the plains, the former requir- 
ing no bay or grain, and the latter only in cases of severe 
and unusual snow storms. The losses by death up to the 
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present time have been very small, not usually exceeding 
two per cent. of the-cattle and nota much larger percentage 
of sheep. As the expenses of herding and caring for the 
stock are very light, the natural increase in the herds and 
flocks is mostly profit. No counties in the State are in a 
more prosperous condition than those which are chiefly de- 
voted to stock raising. 

Í am not fully advised as to the nature of the legisla- 
tion which is desired in behalf of the stockmen. Their re- 
presentation in the present legislature is large, and they 
thoroughly understand the wants of their respective coun- 
ties. Ishall be happy to co-operate with you in any mea- 
sures which may be of benefit to such important interests. 


CAPITAL REQUIRED. 
While there is no scarcity of labor, there is in most of 


the newly settled portions of the State a great necessity for 
increased capital to open: up valuable mines and to bring 
them to that stage of development in which they become 
remunerative, and to promote the interests of the farmers 
and stockmen. We should give capital such honest assur- 
' ance of protection by just laws as will bring it from the 
money centres of the east to our midst for investment in 
legitimate enterprises. Such legislation as subjects it to the 
least burdens and at the same time gives adequate protec- 
tion will most surely invite it here. We should keep the 
expenses of the State and municipal corporations at the 
lowest point consistent with efficient government. Many 
interests can ill afford the burdens, of the least expensive 
government. No interests however profitable willingly sub- 
mit to large taxation. If we can give the benefits ofa stable 
and effective government with light taxation, it will bea 
fact which keen eyed capital of other States wil] be quick to 


1879.] GOYERNOR'S ADDRESS 13 


discover, Economy can only be secured by reduced ex- 
penditures. To diminish the tax levies and let the expenses 
continue only results ın accumulated indebtedness which 
must sooner or later be met Our State 1s now compara- 
tively free from debt and it should be a matter of pride as it 
Is a matter of interest to every citizen to keep it so. I can 
not, therefore, too strongly urge upon you the necessity of 
keeping the expenses and thereby the taxation of the State 
at the lowest point possible. 
INCREASE OF SALARIES 

Some discussion has recently taken place in relation to 
the propriety of increasing the salaries of certain classes of 
officials It is claimed that in some cases the compensation 
now provided by law does not correspond with the style of 
living expected from officers of the State government, and 
that it is inadequate compensation for the ability required 
to fill the positions acceptably to the public It has not, 
however, been observed that men of the highest ability 
have generally declined to serve the public by reason of 
the amount of the salaries, nor that there has been a scar- 
city of candidates for any of these positions of trust and 
honor, d 

No one would desire the salaries fixed at so low a 
figure as to preclude any citizen of moderate means, or 
without any private resources whatever, from accepting 
honorable public station But there is no requirement by 
the people of the State that its servants should maintain 
expensive establishments. If the salaries are insufficient to 
maintain the officials in luxury, they can certainly live in 
comfort and by imitating the simple and frugal habits of 
our ancestors, may in some degree encourage habits of 
economy among the people And until citizens without 
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wealth are unable to live on the salaries now provided, and 

men of ability decline to serve the State on account of the 

inadequacy of the compensation, there would appear to be 

no special reason at the present time for increasing the 

expenses of the State by any general increase of salaries. 
UNNECESSARY OFFICES. 

Neither will it be expedient, in my opinion, to create 
new officesof any nature, unless the interests of the State im- 
peratively demand that it should be done. During the late 
civil war the creation of new offices became to some extent 
a necessary evil, but the experience of that period showed 
that too many persons in authority, like the passage of un- 
necessary laws, were not only a source of annoyance to the 
people, but were prejudicial to the public interests. The 
public officers throughout the State are not now, as a gen 
eral thing, overworked. If you shall find that legislation is 
necessary upon certain subjects of such a character as to 
require the performance of new duties in behalf of the 
State, it will, in my judgment, be better in most cases, to 
impose those duties upon persons holding offices already 
created, than to multiply offices, and thereby increase the 
expenses of the government. When the population and 
wealth of the State shall have increased, as they undoubt- 
edly will, in the near future, and with great rapidity, we may 
then, if the people so desire, imitate the example of the old- 
er States, both in the dazzling array of officials, and in the 
gorgeous size of the tax rolls necessary to maintain them, 

INDEBTEDNESS OF NEW COUNTIES. 

The indebtedness of several counties has reached such 
an amount as to require relief of some kind by legislation. 
These counties, with a few exceptions, have been organized 
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within the past few years. The ordinary county expenses 
began as soon as the counties were formed, and extraor- 
dinary expenses —arising from the construction of new 
roads and of county buildings, and in some cases tn caring 
for insane paupers, and cost of prolonged criminal proceed- 
ings—have been incurred to very large amounts before the 
first tax levy could be made. 

The result has been that the warrants of these counties 
have very rapidly depreciated in value, and in some of 
them are now worth only twenty-five or thirty cents on the 
dollar. ` With warrants only worth twenty-five per cent. of 
their face, the indebtedness of the county is increased four 
dollars for every dollar of value that it receives, And as 
these warrants draw ten per cent interest, the county 
must pay forty per cent interest on the cash value 
of materials or services required for ordinary or extraor- 
dinary expenses, Under such a policy any county in the 
State would soon become bankrupt 

Some measure can doubtless be devised which will do 
justice to creditors, and at the same time afford rehef to 
the counties. It is reasonable to suppose that as the pres- 
ent holders of the warrants received them at a very large 
discount, they can be purchased by the counties or for the 
counties, also at a large discount To issue interest-bear- 
ing bonds for the warrants, dollar for dollar, would not^ 
diminish the indebtedness, and would not therefore relieve 
the counties, or make the bonds more valuable than the 
warrants. lt has occurred to me that if certain officers of 
any embarrassed county together with the Treasurer of the 
State, or some officer especially appointed for that purpose, 
should be authorized to issue and sell bonds of the county, 
and with the proceeds be empowered to purchase warrants 
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from the parties who would sell them at the lowest figure, 
after advertising for bids, the indebtedness of any county 


could gradually be adjusted on an equitable basis. 
If any holder refused to sell his warrants for a sum 


which the re-adjusting board should deem reasonable 
he would be at liberty to retain them until the 
county should be able to meet its indebtedness. The 
re-adjusting board should also, I think, be authorized 


to exchange bonds for warrants whenever a satisfactory 
basis for exchange can be agreed upon. If one-half or two- 


thirds of the warrants of a county could be retired at a large 
discount, the county would be benefited to that extent. 

Should you deem it proper to provide that warrants 
should not be hereafter receivable for taxes, the re-adjust- 
ment of this indebtedness could be more speedily effected. 

By associating some state officer with the county 
officers his experience and assistance would doubtless be 
valuable and a greater uniformity would be secured in the 
efforts to relieve the counties concerned. The county 
officers entrusted with these responsible duties should be 
those who would be most likely to act with prudence. In 
my judgment, no authority to sell or issue bonds should be 
given until the question had been submitted to and been 
approved by the voters of the county where the re-adjust- 
ment is sought. The plan which I have briefly outlined 
may be, and doubtless is, imperfect. I have suggested it 
because it is the best one that has occurred to me. The 
subject deserves your serious consideration, and I shall be 
happy to co-operate with you:in any measures that may 
relieve these counties from the burdens that now retard 
their growth and prosperity. 


ELECTION LAWS. , 
I deem it proper to call your attention to the laws re- 
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lating to the registration of voters and to the holding of 
elections. There is no question upon which good men of 
all parties are so fully agreed as that the purity of the bal- 
lot box must be preserved, and that the result of an elec- 
tion when declared shall be the honest expression of the 
will of a majority of the legal voters of the State Any at- 
tempt to thwaitthe will of the majority by means of the 
colonization of voters from other States or Territories or by 
frauds in counting, returning, or canvassing the votes, is 
one of the greatest crimes against society, and. should re- 
ceive the punishment which it deserves. 

There is very little danger that in the thinly settled 
portions of the State, frauds of this kind will be attempted 
But in large cities, in populous mining camps, and at rail- 
road centers, where the population is rapidly shifting, more 
than the ordinary safeguards are required. whenever large 
interests are at stake, to insure a. fur election Power ac- 
quired by dishonest means is usually employed for dishon- 
est purposes With so many powerful corporations in our 
midst, whose interests may be hostile to the best interests 
of the State, it behooves us to provide against the possi- 
bility of frauds by which the will of the people may be de- 
feated. The greatest danger to a fair clection 1s in fraudulent 


registration. 
I would suggest that the law be so amended that only 


the names of those voters who apply im person for registra- 
tion, or whose names were on the list of persons who voted 
at the previous general election, be registered, unless some 
legal voter files an affidavit with the board of registration 
that he knows the person to be a legal voter of the precinct 

Such affidavits should be lodged with some county 
officer as a basis for criminal proceedings in case the regis- 
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tration is made for fraudulent! purposes. I would also 
suggest that severe and summary punishment be pro- 
vided for any justice of the peace or police magistrate 
who, having jurisdiction in the matter, refuses to issue a 
warrant inimediately for the arrest of any person against 
whom a complaint has been made ın proper form for illegal 
voting. Unless a wartant can be procured and executed at 
once for the arrest of a person who has voted illegally, 
there is, in most cases, small probability that he can be sub- 
sequently apprehended. 

The safety of our republican institutions must depend 
upon th. fairness with which elections are conducted. I 
am sure that the good citizens of all parties will approve of 
any measures, however stringent, that may be necessary to 
insure and maintain honest and fair elections. 

STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


I would recommend that a small sum be appropriated 
for the publication of a circular or pamphlet to be prepared 
by the State Board of Health, setting forth the advantages 
which this climate affords as a sanitarium. 

Such a circular could give, in a condensed form, accu- 
rate information in relation to the classes of invalids that 
might hope to be restored to health in Colorado. Aside 
from the benefit which would be derived by the afflicted, 
there zre many localities in the State much frequented as 
health resorts that would be directly benefited. 

The proportion of our: population brought here by 
reason of the ill health of some member of a family 
is very considerable. In our dry atmosphere and under 
our sunny skies thousands of asthmatics and consumptives 
have found here not only restored health but opportunities 
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for the employment of the highest order of ability and ' 
the largest amount of capital in the various industries of 
the State. 

I make the above recommendation, believing that 


a circular of the nature referred to, for general distribution, 
would be an effective agency for the promotion of immi- 
gration. 

There are one or two matters which I deem of great 
importance to the State that are under the control of the 
general government, and, therefore, are not the subject of 
ordinary legislation by the General Assembly. But, as 
they are of direct interest to the people, it is proper for 
your honorable body to represent the wishes of our people 
by memorials or joint resolutions directed to Congress, or 
to the proper officials of the national government. 

ARID LANDS 

The first relates to the arid lands in the State to which 
my predecessor alluded in his recent message. It is because 
I consider the matter of so much importance to the State 
that I will add a word to what he has said upon the subject 
Congress has at different times donated to various States in 
the Union such portions of the public domain lying within 
their respective limits as were by reason of the great excess 
of water, unfit for cultivation and therefore not marketable, 
These lands have commonly been known as swamp lands and 
while of little or no value in their natural condition, have by 
drainage or by the construction of levees been rendered 
valuable and have become a source of revenue and profit to 
the States receiving the donations. There is a large amount 
of land in Colorado owned by the United States for which 
there is no market and which is now of no value to the 
Government by reason of the entire absence of water. -They 
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are the arid plains scattered over various portions of the 
State. Like the swamp lands of other States these arid 
lands.may be rendered valuable by certain improvements 
which the general government is unwilling to undertake. 

Instead of ditches for drainage, these lands require 
ditches for irrigation. By the construction of ditches and 
artificial ponds and lakes the amount of agricultural and 
grazing lands can be very greatly increased and the State to 
the same extent be benefited. i 

There is no reason why the same principle which has 
regulated the disposition of the swamp lands of other 
States should not be applied to. the arid lands of Colorado. 
As long as the title remains in the General Government, 
these lands must remain unimproved and of no value either 
to the State or the United States. If donated to the State, 
they can, by the expenditure of a small amount of money 
be made a source of revenue to the State, and add both to 
its productive capacity and to its taxable wealth. A large 
proportion of the school sections are on the arid plains and 
are destitute of water. The value af the grant for school 
purposes is on this account very greatly diminished, and 
furnishes another reason why the State should be compen- 
sated by the donation of the arid lands. The rapid in- 
crease of population in the, mining regions should be fol- 
lowed by a corresponding increase in the amount of land 
devoted to agricultural and grazing purposes. [n the nat 
distant future, when our population reaches and exceeds half 
a million in number, this necessity will be felt to a much 
greater extent than at the present time, 

It cannot be hoped that the State can secure from the 
General Government so large a grant of land immediately, 
for in matters of this magnitude agitation and discussion are 
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required before the necessary legislation can beac ished 
The distinguished gentlemen who represent the Ste€gig the 
National Congress fully appreciate the importance fs i 


measure. I would suggest that the passage by the Gener- 4 


©, 


al Assembly of a memorial to Congress urging the dona- 
tion of these arid lands as a matter of right and justice to 
Colorado, would assist our delegation in securing the de- 


sired legislation. 
INDIAN RESERVATION 


Along the western borders of the State and on the 
Pacific slope lies a vast tract occupied by the tribe of Ute 
Indians as their reservation It contams about twelve 
millions of acres, and is nearly three times as large as the 
State of Massachusetts. It is watered by large streams 
and rivers, and contains many rich valleys and a large num- 
ber of fertile plains. The climate is milder than in most 
localities of the same latitude on the Atlantic slope Grasses 
grow there in great luxuriance, and nearly every kind of 
grain and vegetables can be raised without difficulty. This 
tract contains nearly one-third of the arable land of Color- 
ado, and no portion of the State is better adapted foi 
agricultural and grazing purposes than many portions of 
this reservation, Within its limits are large mountains, 
from most of which explorers have been excluded by the 
Indians. Prospectors, however, have explored some por- 
tions of the country and found valuable lode and placer 
claims, and there is reason to believe that it contains great 
mineral wealth, n 

The number of Indians who occupy this reservation 1s 
about three, thousand. If the land was divided up between 
the individual members of the tribe it would give every man, 
woman and child between three and four thousand acres. 
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It has been claimed that the entire tribe have had in culti- 
vation ab ut fifty acres of land. From some personal 
knowledge of the subject, I believe that one able bodied 
white settler would cultivate more land than the whole tribe 

* of Utes. These Indians are fed by the Government, are 
allowed ponies without number and, except when engaged - 
in an occasional hunt, their most serious employment is 
horse racing. If this reservation can be extinguished and 
the land thrown open to settlers, it will furnish homes to 
thousands of the people of this State who desire homes, 
will furnish grazing for immense herds of cattle, horses and 
sheep, and may prove to be exceedingly rich in minerals. 
Large towns and cities will spring up rivaling those of 
eastern Colorado in size and wealth. The population and 
the taxable property of the State would be largely increased 
and railways would be speedily constructed through this 
reservation and to the adjacent mining camps. There is in 
my judgment no matter of such urgent importance to our peo- 
ple as the immediate extinguishment of the Indian title. The 
westward march of the white race and of civilization, begun 
over two centuries ago on the Atlantic coast, can not long 
be arrested at the boundaries of this immense tract of valua- 
ble land by the presence ofa tribe of Indians too small in 
number to constitute a respectable village. 

It has been necessary already to construct toll roads 
over portions of the reservation in order to transport sup- 
plies to the population at Ouray, Mt. Sneffles, San Miguel, 
and other prosperous mining camps in that vicinity, for the 
shipment of ores and the transportation of the mails. The 
Indians, although.peaceable, look with jealousy upon any 

~ supposed encroachments upon their rights. An accidental 
quarrel between them and a party of whites would immedi- 
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ately stop all travel across the reservation, would cut off 
the supplies in these frontier settlements, and involve that 
whole country in great trouble. 


= I have thought ıt proper to call your attention to this 
question from the fact that there is reason to suppose that 
the land can be acquired by the government at the present 
time without serious difficulty. Major General Edward 
Hatch, commanding this military district, has recently made 
a treaty with the southern Utes, by which they are to cede 
to the government their interest in the southern portion of 
the reservation. The commission of which General Hatch 
was President was unable to effect any treaty with the Utes 

~ at the Los Pinos agency; but it is understood that it was 
because the chiefs questioned the power of the commis- 
sioners to make any treaty. They desired to be taken to 
Washington in order that they might treat with the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs, or with the President 


Their request has been granted, and the chiefs are now 
at the national capital. 

In the report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
submitted to Congress last month, the commissioner re- 
commends that the Utes be removed to the Indian Terri- 
tory. I understand that they are willing to go to a small 
reservation near Pagosa Springs To whatever point they 
might be removed, they could be well supported by the in- 
terest on a small portion of the money which the Govern- 
ment would receive from the sale of the lands I there- 
fore recommend the passage of a memorial by the General 
Assembly urging upon the General Government the impor- 
tance both to the Indians and the white people of the State 
of the removal of the Indians beyond the limits of the 
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present reservation, and of throwing open this reservation 
to settlers, Such a memorial would doubtless assist our 
delegation in Congress in the zealous efforts which h they are 
making in this direction, 


If anything we can do shall contribute toward the ac- 
quisition of this territory for occupation and settlement by 
our people, I venture to predict that it will be of more sub- 
stantial benefit to the State than most of the ordinary legis- 
lation of the session. : 

IN CONCLUSION, 

permit me to express the hope that however much we may 
have differed in regard-to the questions upon which parties 
are divided, we may now all ‘be animated by a common 
purpose to do those acts and support those measures which 
will promote the best interests of the commonwealth. That 
the State will prosper under unwise legislation and in spite 
of it can not be doubted. But it is equally true that by 
wise legislation and by good government, we may contribute 
in no small degree to the general prosperity — ! 

We are no longer the representatives of parties, but 
are the representatives of the people, to whom they have 
committed the welfare of the State. 

Parties may change aid pass into oblivion, but the State 
will live, and under its beneficent t government hundreds of gen- 
erations yet unborn may enjoy the blessings of peace, prosper- 
ity and happiness within its limits, If in our blind devotion to 
party we neglect the highest and best interests of the State 
we can only hope for that ephemeral notoriety which feeds 
upon the passions of the hour and with them perishes. 


If however we may happily link our names with meas- 
ures Which shall be of enduring benefit to the State, they 
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will bẹ cherished in kindly remembrance long after we shall 
have ceased to mingle in the activities of life. I trust that 
under the protecting care ofa kind Providence our lives 
may be spared and we may be enabled to discharge the 
duties devolving upon us to the satisfaction of our constitu- 


ents. 


ae 


